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care, donate and present school 

achievement awards, actively 

assist with reading and other 

learning programs, develop fruitful 

volunteering partnerships with 

other organisations in your area, 

and much more. 

There are so many ways we VIEW 

members are getting out and about 

to help in our communities – and 

your ongoing support is really 

making a difference.

Brenda Harrold 

VIEW Clubs of Australia

of VIEW can play a much more 

active role in helping The Smith 

Family to get our messages across 

in communities where Learning 

for Life is not embedded, and yet 

where VIEW clubs are located. 

We look forward to working with 

VIEW on this in the year ahead.

Elaine Henry 

The Smith Family

As the year is fast slipping away, 

it is pleasing to see how we are 

all working closely with The Smith 

Family to support Learning for 

Life. Not only are you, the valued 

members of VIEW, embracing the 

sponsorship of students – many of 

whom are in dire need of support – 

you are also giving much of your time 

and energy to volunteering in other 

tangible ways.

Some of you help out at local or state Smith Family 

offices; others collect toys and books for Christmas, make 

library bags, sew clothing for local children in foster 

VIEW is a vital part of The Smith 

Family. With nearly 400 clubs across 

Australia and 21,000 members, we 

look upon VIEW as our eyes and 

ears, located as it is in many more 

communities than those in which 

The Smith Family has an intensive 

presence. The work of VIEW on the 

ground feeds into and strengthens 

the national impact of our suite of  

Learning for Life programs.

In our ongoing efforts to support more 

disadvantaged children and families, over the 

past year we have extended our reach from 85 

to 95 communities. One of our challenges during 

the coming year will be to see how the women 

From the CEO

From the National President
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VIEW – green and growing
One of our goals this year was to open 10 new VIEW clubs. So far 
Katherine (NT), Geelong Day (Victoria), Newmarket (Queensland) and 
Eugowra (NSW) clubs have had inaugural meetings, and three more 
clubs have them planned. A further five interest meetings are also 
planned. We sincerely welcome all our new VIEW friends.

New sponsor for VIEW
This year’s Convention had its first ever sponsor: Elmore Oil. All members are encouraged to keep up 
their support of Elmore Oil, so that more students as well as VIEW will benefit. Please use the special 
mail order form – this way the percentage of sales of Elmore Oil products which directly support 
Learning for Life can be accurately tracked.

Bridget Battersby Award
Earlier this year we asked for member input into the future of the Bridget Battersby Award. The 
Executive thanks all members who put forward suggestions. A decision to discontinue the award in its 
present form was announced at Convention. The water set awarded to previous winners will be retained 
by VIEW Clubs Australia in recognition of the work Bridget Battersby did for VIEW. This year, 13 entries 
were submitted for the Bridget Battersby Award, and we congratulate all the winners.

More VIEW members get connected
Being computer literate means you can easily and cheaply keep up to date with family and friends 
by using email. The VIEW Online Groups program, supported by The Smith Family and the Telstra 
Connected Seniors Program, is available free to members and their friends. The workshops will also 
show you how to use all the functions on your mobile phone. Details are available from your club, your 
zone councillor or your national councillor.

Local profiling for VIEW
The learning and personal development sub-committee of National Council, in conjunction with The 
Smith Family’s communications team, has developed a workshop for VIEW club presidents and club 
publicity officers so that clubs will be able to gain much-needed local publicity. Pilot workshops have 
been held in South Australia and Victoria, and the workshop package is now available for all Areas.

From the Executive
National Vice-President Narelle Waddell gives an update  

on what VIEW has been doing in 2008
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Every school Friday for the past two years, 
Kath Faddy, Marie Southwell and others from 
Tamworth Day VIEW have run a lunchtime craft 
group at West Tamworth Primary School. 

Each week they work with a group of 10 kids, from 
years 3 to 6, making items that the children can 
give as gifts to family or friends. The group has 
the full support and enthusiasm of the school’s 
principal, who sees the program as successful. 

“The children’s concentration span has 
grown and mixing with other adults in a 
non-authoritarian way like this has really helped 
their social skills,” says Kath Faddy.

A hand up not a hand out
VIEW’s efforts at helping Australian children are broadening. Janet Hutchinson reports. 

Kingsley VIEW members Monica O'Donoghue, 

Beverley Lawson and Dawn Gillis with Learning 

for Life worker Judith Parkinson.

Heather Barton, National Manager of VIEW, 
says: “Many VIEW club members like to help in 
their local communities.” And there are plenty 
of opportunities for VIEW members to enjoy that 
"feel good" feeling that comes from giving back 
in direct hands-on ways. 

Members of Tweed Coast have been making 
pamper packs for a local women’s refuge to 
distribute to women and families. The handing-
over in July this year of hand-sewn blankets to a 
local pregnancy support group was the result of 
a relationship between Nambucca Evening VIEW 
and Uniting Care in nearby Coffs Harbour. For 

VIEW members from two Western Australian 
clubs are providing vital support in a Smith 
Family peer support reading program. 
Student2student is aimed at students who 
are at least two years behind in their reading 
development. They are partnered with older 
student mentors who have been trained to help 
develop reading literacy skills in others. Keeping 
regularly in touch by phone, the student mentor 
listens to their student buddy read. 

Dawn Gillis, Beverley Lawson and Monica 
O�Donoghue from Kingsley VIEW check in with 
the student mentors they support about once 
a fortnight. The contact is �fairly low key�, says 
Learning for Life worker Judith Parkinson, but 
very important � it helps maintain con�dence and 
means any minor hitches can be sorted out quickly. 

Four members from Rockingham Sound � Paula 
Labruyere, Shirley Porter, Miriam Taylor and 
Shelia Edwards � are very committed to their 

involvement, says Camilla Delmage, the 
Learning for Life worker at Kwinana. There can 
be teething pains, she explains, with books 
sometimes not arriving on time, or a mentee�s 
phone being disconnected. And this is when 
mentor support becomes essential.
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children, many VIEW clubs are forging relationships with 
schools and other organisations in their local area.

VIEW is much more than a solid framework for fun and 
friendship among women, says Heather. 

“As part of The Smith Family, VIEW is playing a vital role 
in breaking the cycle of disadvantage in our community 
and thus is a very important builder of social capital.” 

When Carmel Malone from Anchor Foster Care heard that Ferntree Gully VIEW Club wanted to help, she showed 
them the closet containing clothes for kids being placed in foster care.

The VIEW members noted the gaps � and set about �lling them. With bolts of donated fabric, sewing members 
run up boys� and girls� out�ts in a range of sizes. The non-stitchers supply essential toiletries and underwear for 
the children. Everyone in the club is involved, working with and through this existing organisation.

�We have a wonderful relationship with the VIEW Club,� says Carmel Malone, who explains that many of the 
children come to Anchor straight from the court or hospital � often wrapped only in a rug, most with no shoes.

The partnership is a win�win situation for all. The VIEW members �nd enormous satisfaction in knowing their 
in-kind support yields immediate bene�ts � and strong partnerships � in their local area. Anchor Foster Care gets an 
ongoing supply of clothes for distribution. And the kids are well clothed.

nine years, Adelaide Pioneer VIEW members have been 
collecting toys and books for distribution at Christmas.

“It’s no longer a case of one size fits all for how VIEW can 
help” says Heather. “There are many ways in which VIEW 
members can share their time.”

In line with The Smith Family’s focus on the provision of 
education and learning opportunities for disadvantaged 

Stocking the kids’ closet
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Businesswoman, role model, political partner …  
Janet Hutchinson reports.

“Without each other and the people who inspire us we 
can’t be the best we can be,” Thérèse Rein told the VIEW 
Convention in Brisbane.

Rein is the founder and former managing director of 
Ingeus, a group of companies which has a strong focus 
on welfare-to-work services. In 2008 she became patron 
of the Indigenous Literacy Project. She is also the wife of 
the Prime Minister, Kevin Rudd.

Delivering the convention’s keynote address, Rein said 
such a meeting was a great occasion for members to 
“exchange ideas with, and encourage each other.” 

“You learn as you go,” she said, “to have opinions and 
express them constructively.”

Supporting and encouraging others as VIEW members do 
is not always an easy role, Rein pointed out. But it was, 
she felt, the work of angels.

Things aren’t always easy for those who are mentors 
either, she stressed. But still, you can “challenge yourself 
and each other to learn.”

Rein spoke of the challenges she has faced in the 10 
months since her husband became prime minister. On 
many occasions, she’s thought to herself: “You can do this!”

Thérèse Rein and the little red engine

Rein told VIEW members how her parents had been 
a major inspiration in her life. “They taught me not to 
limit myself, not to be limited by other people, not to talk 
myself out of things.”

Her father had been a tremendous role model for her. 
Having suffered a severe spinal injury in a plane crash as 
a young man in the RAAF during World War II, he went 
on to university and became an aeronautical engineer. 
When a work trial was offered to him, he and his young 
family packed up and left Sydney for Adelaide.

Many times in his life, Rein’s father was discouraged from 
doing what he wanted on account of his limited mobility, 
but he wanted to be independent, to learn and to grow.

When young Thérèse was struggling with her school 
studies, her father reminded her of the story The Little 
Red Engine. “If you think you can do something, you can 
do it,” he reassured her.

Concluding her address, Rein offered her own words of 

support to VIEW members. “I encourage and urge you all 

to keep going.”

Brenda Harrold, Thérèse Rein and Elaine Henry

Thérèse Rein speaking at VIEW convention
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Outstanding contributions of 
VIEW members recognised
Two VIEW members were acknowledged for outstanding contributions.

The National President’s Service Award – for 
“outstanding service for VIEW that has been 
considered above and beyond what is usual in 
an elected position” – was presented to Marilyn 
Newham. Marilyn was National Vice President 
2004–2005 and National Convention Assistant 
in 2008.

A member of both Tuggeranong Evening VIEW 
Club and Tuggeranong Day VIEW Club, Marilyn 
said she was absolutely thrilled to receive 
the award – particularly as she had been on 
the national executive when the award was 
incorporated.

Marilyn counts her involvement as VIEW 
representative at International Women’s 
Day (IWD) events and forums among her 
proudest achievements. When she took up 
this role, VIEW was not well known by the IWD 
committee. “But they certainly know about 
VIEW now,” Marilyn says.

The Georges Forbes VIEW Award for Excellence 
in Volunteering was presented this year to 
Joyce Anderson. Named after VIEW’s founder, 
this award “recognises excellent service over a 
minimum of three years by a VIEW member or 
volunteer, who has progressed VIEW nationally.”

Joyce, who was National Vice President 
2004–2005, says she was both very excited and 
very humbled to receive this award.

Joyce joined Branxton VIEW Club 10 years 
ago on her return to Australia from India – and 
became club secretary at her second meeting. 

Brenda Harrold presents Marilyn Newham with the 

National President's Award.

She quickly rose to her national executive role, 
and in 2006 became VIEW’s representative on 
the Australian Women’s Coalition. This, she says, 
was a huge challenge and entailed a very steep 
learning curve. 

Surprise presentation
In an unexpected announcement, National 
President Brenda Harrold presented Elaine 
Henry, CEO of The Smith Family, with 
a gift to celebrate and recognise her 10 
years of leadership. 

The untitled painting, which represents 
the close link between The Smith Family 
and VIEW Clubs of Australia, is the work of 
national councillor, Gwynne Glendenning.
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Around the clubs with Carleen Maley

China and Olympics
Laurel Symonds, Josephine Peter, Joyce Robins, Janette 
Lastelle and Betty Jones of Broken Hill VIEW Club (NSW) 
celebrate 25 years dedicated to VIEW.

Cobar VIEW Club (NSW) celebrated 25 years with a very 
lively and special rendition of the Can Can. Foundation 
members Cec Wells, Freda McManus, Maureen Griffith, 
Margaret Wade and Kate Winders all had a great day 
remembering 25 years ago.

Narooma (NSW) VIEW’s 30th birthday celebrations, with 
National Vice-President Narrelle Waddell, President 
Helen Kent, National Councillor Mette Roodenrys, 
Dianne Campbell and Cherrie Clarke.

Area AA (NSW, ACT) Gala celebrated with a China and 
Olympics theme – “Today’s Learning for Life students 
could be tomorrow’s Olympic athletes”. Pictured are 
the Official Olympic Party who opened the Gala Games 
bearing the Olympic flag and torches, while a dynamic 
film clip was shown of the real Olympic torch relay 
making its way around the world. Members of The Smith 
Family team in Canberra helped make the day a winner.

25 years in Broken Hill

Cobar Can Can

Narooma VIEW 30th birthday
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Around the clubs continued

The First Wave Club 
enjoys a garden party

Ann Newman with the photo album.

Maryan Stewart, Robyn Levings, Damien Foley

Ann Newman, publicity officer from First 
Wave (the first Western Australian VIEW Club) 
organised this year’s entry to the Bridget 
Battersby Award. Ann has been working on 
the club’s album and gathered photos of the 
garden party the First Wave Club enjoyed 
earlier this year at Ann’s home. The afternoon 
was enjoyed by about 20 members and friends. 
The food provided by the committee was 
delicious, and all present learned much about 
plants, as Ann is a horticulturalist with a keen 
interest in native plants.

Damien Foley, The Smith Family's general manager in 

Queensland, presents an award to Noosaville VIEW at 

the QB Gala for their achievement in sponsoring four 

or more Learning for Life students. Maroochydore 

VIEW was also recognised at the event for sponsoring 

four or more Learning for Life students. 

The inaugural meeting of Geelong Day VIEW (Vic) 

with National Vice-President Narelle Waddell, Shirley 

Weekes, National President Brenda Harrold, Past 

National President Clare Lamborn and Past National 

Councillor Lorraine Baker.

Learning for Life 
appreciation certificate

Welcome
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